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AUGUST 1, 2021 | THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Mass Schedule: Weekdays: Monday- Saturday: 8:00am

Saturday: 4:00pm |  Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm, and 6:00pm   
  Livestream on Saturday: 4:00pm  |  Sunday: 10:00am

The link is  https://meet.google.com/cqe-yihd-cqw

The Parish Family of
ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH

346 East Mount Pleasant Ave. 
Livingston, New Jersey 07039

Served by
Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz
Msgr. Venantius Fernando



Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions
Week of August 1st through August 7th

SATURDAY, July 31, SUNDAY August 1
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35 
4:00pm Dorothy Madsen†, r/o Norma Luna

Letty & Eddie Tolendino (Golden Anniversary), 
r/o Norma Luna

Stephanie Aguinaldo (Birthday Blessings), 
r/o Aguinaldo Family

Michael Strangia†, r/o Joey Panetta
Carol Fay†, r/o Lou & Elaine Mottola

Eleanor Chiarella (Healing Mercies), r/o Scheper Family
Charitte Carvalho (Birthday Blessings), r/o Abello Family

Jijany “Mot Mot” Delos Santos†, r/o Eric Abello
Pat Peterson†, r/o Peterson Family

8:00am Jose Rull†, r/o Macavinta Family
Henryk Konopko†, r/o Grabowski & Recko Family
10:00am Nora Gilliland†, r/o Jeanne & Rob Tilley

Carol Fay†, r/o Phillis Mutone
Gertrudes Tatad†, r/o Anita Aranjuez

Ruth Clavijo†, r/o Duffy family
12:00pm Christina Chadlowski†, r/o People of the Parish

Caroline Ilogienboh (Birthday Blessings) 
6:00pm People of the Parish

MONDAY, August 2
Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop; 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard, Priest

Nm 11:4b-15; Mt 14:13-21 
8:00am Holy Souls in Purgatory, r/o Karen Pugliano

Saint Joseph, r/o Christian Orsini
Gertrudes Tatad†, r/o Anita Aranjuez

Regala and Calderon Family (Safe Travels), 
r/o Regala Family

TUESDAY, August 3
Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Nm 12:1-13; Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
8:00am Angelina Coppola†, r/o Mary Soriano

WEDNESDAY, August 4
Saint John Vianney, Priest

Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29A, 34-35; Mt 15:21-28 
8:00am  John Hengstler† (5th Death Anniversary), 

r/o wife Ronnie
THURSDAY, August 5

The Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major
Nm 20:1-13; Mt 16:13-23 

8:00am People of the Parish

FRIDAY, August 6
The Transfi guration of the Lord 

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; 2Pt 1:16-19; Mk 9:2-10 
8:00am Pastor Dario, r/o Agnes Malgapo 
Cris and Heyleen Regala (Thanksgiving), 

r/o Regala Family 
Alfredo Miguel Regala†, r/o Regala Family

SATURDAY, August 7
Saint Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions, Martyrs; 

Saint Cajetan, Priest, 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Dt 6:4-13; Mt 17:14-20
8:00am People of the Parish

† Deceased

BROUGHT TO PERFECTION
By Denise Flanagan

We live in a fast moving world, 
a world in which everyone seems 
to want quick answers, immediate 
gratifi cation, fast return on 
investments.

Father Joe caught us all by surprise last Saturday at the 
8am mass. He opened his homily with a question. “Does 
anyone know when the fi rst beer was made?” I have to admit- 
I was stumped!! Father waited a minute and then revealed 
that the fi rst beer production dates back to 5000 years ago 
in ancient Mesopotamia! Father then cleverly connected 
fermentation process to the gospel reading for the day.

It did get me thinking. Fermentation, like many other pro-
cesses that produce chemical changes, can take quite a bit 
of time to reach completion. That’s because most chemical 
transformations are stepwise processes that have to take 
place in a certain order and require a certain amount of 
time. Each step in the process brings the product closer to 
completion and, typically, it’s worth the wait!!!   

In this week’s First Reading, we hear about the people of 
Israel growing weary from their 40-year journey in the 
desert as they fl ed from slavery in Egypt. But that journey 
was a process - similar to a stepwise chemical transforma-
tion. With each step of that journey God was bringing each 
one of them closer to Him. Yes, their journey was hard and 
they complained to Moses. God knew they couldn’t see the 
end product of their journey but made His presence known 
by sending them manna from heaven to sustain them until 
they reached their promised land.

Sometimes we can’t see the end product of the transform-
ation that God has in store for us. We want to fast forward 
through the pain and suffering, not realizing that the 
sufferings are meant to bring us closer to perfection. 
Recall the beautiful passage from Wisdom 3:5-6:

“God has tested them, like gold in the furnace, and found 
them worthy to be with him”.

Just like a chemical reaction - you can’t rush your journey. 
You can’t skip a step, or you will end up with the wrong 
product!!

God’s master plan for creation includes allowing things to 
happen in due time. A redwood tree can take about 40 years 
to reach 100 feet and can live an average of 500-700 years, 
reaching 360 feet! Some wines age for 10-15 years to get 
the best fl avor (I’m told), and God’s greatest creation of 
all - the birth of a child made in His own image, takes nine 
months in its mother’s womb to reach perfection. So don’t 
try to rush to the fi nish line. God’s timing is perfect. 

My Dad would always say “What’s a day to God?” Dad 
was right. It’s not the duration that matters, it’s what you 
do along the way. 

God bless!



TRUSTEES: Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli | PARISH STAFF: Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz, Director of Religious Education  
Denise Flanagan, Coordinator Religious Education | Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist | Mirasol Mariano, Receptionist/O�  ce Assistant 

Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper | Boguslaw Recko, Plant Manager | Alicja Recko, Plant Services | Ralph Bonanno, Organist
Dawn Du� y, O�  ce Assistant | Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator Religious Education, Bulletin Editor 

Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus | � e Late Rev. Msgr. G. � omas Burns, Pastor Emeritus

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:
Fr. Peter Aquino, Ivan Ballon, Gail Bennett Owens, Ralph 
Bonanno, Connor Boyle, Robert Burkot, Kathleen McCormick 
Campi, Mike Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Eleanor Chiarella, 
Buddy Ciamello, Rosa Clavijo, Lilian Clemente, Richard 
Conforti, Tara Corduan, Mary DeLorenzo, Ines DeJesus, 
John Dzera, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Amy Feiner Epstein, 
John & Ronnie Frucci, John Frucci III, Pat Fusaro, Erlinda 
Gatchalian, John Gilliland, Manuel Gisbert, Valerie Haynes, 
Barry Klein, Barbara Kohm, Edye Kramer, Joseph Kratzer III, 
Addie and Leo Luciano, Adele Mangano, Mirasol Mariano, 
Michael McCa� ery, Mag McManus, Elvira Martin, Carol 
McInnis, Paul McInnis, Agnes Miranda, Anne Morgan, 
Edward Neagle, Gerardo Pangan, Diana Quinn, Charles Quinn, 
Dr. Mercy Rivera, Jennifer Rullis, Josephine Sapia, � omas 
Sharkey, Frederick Solarte, Louisa St. Fort, Lynda Szwedo, 
Rodney Tilley, Peter Toriello, Lorna Troja, Gayle Trotta, 
Carmen Vasquez, Rose Velella, Irene Villanova, Alan Wallace, 
Karen Spinelli Zager. 
Remember our military and their families and our veterans.
Heal those a�  icted with the Coronavirus. Protect our health 
care workers as they � ght to save lives. Protect our law 
enforcement, � re � ghters, delivery personnel, and all other 
essential workers.

OFFERTORY TOTAL 
FOR THE WEEKEND OF

July 17 - 18, 2021: $ 7,207.00
Many thanks for your generosity

and your continued support of the parish.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
 AND BENEDICTION

Every Thursday at 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
in the Church

At 6:00 pm, the Blessed Sacrament 
is exposed, followed by the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, the Rosary and quiet re� ection. 
Mass follows the reposition at 7:30 pm. 
Please call for reservations.

First Friday Exposition & Devotion
Every First Friday of the Month 

at the 8:00 am Mass
First Saturday (Our Lady) Devotion 

Every First Saturday of the Month 
at the 8:00 am Mass

FAITH SHARING CONTINUES
Wednesdays on Zoom

6:30 - 7:30 PM

The 14-session series began on June 30 
and continues

The Lay Faith Sharing Ministry began a new series 
of discussions, based on “The Discernment of the 
Spirits” by Fr. Timothy Gallagher. These discus-
sions focus on fourteen simple rules or guidelines, 
based on the teachings of St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
on the ups and down of spiritual life. The teachings 
are simple, clear, and usable by all lay people, and 
will transform our everyday life. Come join us! 
You can attend one or all of the 14 sessions. The 
Zoom details will be available on the Parish 
Website and by email.

The 2021 Annual Appeal is underway! This campaign 
supports many important causes here in our Archdiocese:  
Proclaiming the Gospel; Caring for the Poor and Vulner-
able; Passing on the Faith; Forming Future Priests; and 
Supporting Retired Clergy.
Our goal this year is $43,859. As of July 23, we have 
received $46,885 in pledges from 115 Parish Families, 
or 106.9% of the goal!!  Since we have met our goal 
in pledges by June 30, the Archdiocese will drop our 
Assessment rate of 14% by 1%. Donations actually 
received by the end of June were $39,468.65. Donations 
to-date are $41,394.98.

This Appeal runs through the end of the year: December 31, 
2021. Actual donations received by that date in excess of 
the goal will become part of a rebate to the parish!!

Pledge online at: https://www.rcan.org/sharing. 
Forms are also available in the vestibule.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Virtual Bible Camp 
This is for children in grades K-7

9 Consecutive Sundays, 
starting July 11 - Sept. 5, from 11:15am-12pm
Our daily Bible Camp sessions are now complete, 

but if your child would still like to join Bible Camp, 
the 9 consecutive Sundays have begun, 

but children can still sign up and join We will make sure 
they are caught up with the sessions they missed

If your child would like to still register for Bible Camp, 
please use the link below to register and we will 
prepare a craft bag for them and let you know 

when you can pick it up.
This is a wonderful way to continue religious education 
and have fun during the summer months. Please call the 
offi ce to register, or to register online, please copy and 
paste the following link into your browser- https://www.
osvhub.com/straphaelnj/forms/summer-bible-camp-2021

The 2021-22 Religious Education Classes begin 
Sunday, September 18 at 11:15 - 12:00. 

ALTAR SERVERS WANTED!!

Now that we can gather again in person, we are 
looking to train new altar servers this upcoming fall. 
If you are a student in grade 4 or higher, and are 
interested in serving in this beautiful ministry, please 
see Fr. Lito, Fr. Joe, or Ken Larivee after Mass, or 
contact the parish offi ce for more details. 

HAPPY 60TH ANNIVERSARY ST. RAPHAEL’S
For 60 event-fi lled years, we have been a 
Parish Family! Last week we shared a bit of 
the history of the early years of the parish. It 
was July 6, 1961 when St. Raphael’s parish was 
founded and we have so many years of history 
to share. 

Here are some more memories:
In the late sixties, Father Sherry initiated many fundraising events 
to care for the needs of the parish. This included a large committee 
that created and ran all kinds of exciting events. Some of the 
more successful events were a Christmas decorating contest and 
a children’s poetry writing  contest. Vincent Vitiello, grade 6, 
and Arlene Russo, grade 7, won fi rst and second prize!!
In the years when Fr. Burns was our pastor, religious education 
in our parish grew. The late Julia Maute,  a parishioner, became the 
principal of Religious Education, followed by Sr. Lois as the offi cial 
Director of Religious Education. After Sr. Lois was reassigned, Dr. 
Cathy Martin became the Director of Religious Education for over 
20 years, departing to become a Professor at St. Elizabeth’s College. 
She was succeeded by Yolanda Cifarelli, a founding parishioner 
and previously the Director of Religious Education of St. Joseph’s 
Church in Maplewood. 
Speaking of Fr. Tom Burns and Religious Education, who can ever 
forget his First Eucharist homilies when he asked the children what 
their favorite food was. His story of his mother making his favorite 
kidney pie was a favorite, especially since most of us had never 
tasted kidney pie.
One of the things Fr. Greaves was known for was encouraging the 
parish to hear the Word of God during the Mass. “What words 
to you remember” was his favorite introduction to his homily, as 
he sat on his stool in front of the altar, and the parishioners would 
respond with those “words that struck”.  He would then weave them 
together to help all to understand the message in the readings.  
Fr. Gerald revived the concept of Stewardship by creating a sepa-
rate Stewardship Committee, whose task was to make real in the 
minds and lives of the parish family the concept of GIFTS and our 
responsibility for those gifts: what God has given us and how we 
might give back from what we have, both to help others and 
to thank God. 
Looking back on the original Mission Statement from 1961, 
we fi nd a most impressive set of goals. In response to God’s call, 
St. Raphael’s will strive to:
•  Involve more parishioners in all aspects of parish life with a 

special emphasis on tapping the resources of our young people, 
and all others who are presently uninvolved;

•  Help those in need, whether in our own parish, other parishes 
of the Archdiocese, or other parts of the world; 

•  Provide opportunities which will enrich the spiritual and social 
life of our community.

We can all agree that our Parish Family has met and, in fact, 
exceeded these goals! 

Please help us to continue sharing the memories of 
our church in this bulletin by calling the parish offi ce 

or emailing your stories about St. Raphael’s to 
straphaelrcc@comcast.net.

We refreshed our website!
Look us up at http://www.straphaelnj.org

“Like” the St. Raphael Church Facebook Page
Look on our Facebook page for additional events & photos.

www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston
  



NEWSWORTHY

VETERANS’ CORNER

Col. Carl Cooper enlisted in 1942 and served a total of 
38 years in the USMC. Among his decorations is the 
Legion of Merit medal. After boot camp at Parris Island, 
and training in North Carolina, Quantico, VA, and Camp 
Pendleton, CA, he boarded a ship bound for Guadalcanal. 
He also fought in the battle of Okinawa. After Okinawa, 
his unit moved to Guam to prepare for an invasion of 
Japan, until the dropping of two atomic bombs and the 
Japanese surrender ended the war. Col. Cooper was again 
called to active duty during the Korean War, serving in 
artillery and infantry, and during the Vietnam War, work-
ing mostly in training and recruiting in Washington, D.C. 
and California. He had a career later in education and 
coaching, and working with FEMA.

https://dreamfl ights.org/enewsletter

SAC HAS A SPECIAL APPEAL 

We have friends who have been devastated by Covid.  
It started with the loss of their printing business, which 
caused the family to move out of their home and into 
an apartment. On top of that, the husband was in a car 
accident, leaving the family without a car. They are now 
depending on Uber to get from place to place. The family 
is being impacted by all these major changes, but it most 
signifi cantly is impacting their son who has autism. SAC 
is asking if anyone has or knows of someone who has a 
reliable used car that they no longer need, and would be 
willing to gift to this family. If so, please contact parish 
offi ce. Thank you so very much.

SAMARITANS ALWAYS CARE (SAC)

“Backpacks for Students 
in Need” 

will continue to collect back-
packs and school supplies,
including pencils, pens, note 
pads, pencil holders, paper, 

crayons, colored pencils, highlighters, book covers, 
folders, erasers, insulated lunch bags, hand sanitizer, 
etc. Our goal is 100 fi lled backpacks! 50 backpacks 
are needed for Straight and Narrow, and 50 are needed 
for John Corr Family Ministries. The fi lled back-
packs are for children in need from grades K to High 
School. We need all of your help to meet our goal.

SAC Garage Sale: The Garage Sale will be held on 
the weekend of Sept. 11-12 in Tobias Hall

SAC is collecting household items, toys, tools, books, 
brick-a-brack, jewelry, accessories, electronics, 
garden items, etc. Please do not donate furniture, 
clothes, or shoes. Please call the offi ce regarding any 
specifi c items. Bring your donations to the garage 
of the blue house during the hours of our weekend 
Masses. The SAC Garage Sale is the fundraiser which 
enables SAC to continue to do all of our charitable 
projects. Your participation is very much appreciated.

Sonny’s Pantry: Many non-perishable groceries are 
available in the SAC Shack for those who need them. 
Those in need are welcome to pick up these groceries 
during parish offi ce hours. Please continue to contrib-
ute non-perishable groceries to Sonny’s Pantry.

Grocery Delivery: Members of SAC ministry have 
offered to drop off a bag or two of non-perishable 
items from our pantry on your doorstep or front porch 
(contact-less) once a week, once a month, or when-
ever you need or want. Please call the offi ce, and your 
request will be forwarded to Roz or Mary. 

Diaper Collection Continues: SAC is collecting 
diapers in sizes 1 to 6, and new or very gently-used 
children’s clothing from infant to size 14.

All donations can be left in the offi ce vestibule. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Lend a Helping Hand: 
We have a parishioner that is in need of a ride to 
and from Saturday Mass at 4pm.  She lives on N. 
Livingston Ave. If anyone lives near her and is able 
to give her a ride, please call 201-213-0764.
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Large Pizza $8.95 
EVERYDAY
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