The Parish Family of

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
346 East Mount Pleasant Ave.
Livingston, New Jersey 07039
Served by

Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor
Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz
Msgr. Venantius Fernando

MAY 2, 2021 | THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Mass Schedule: Weekdays: Monday- Saturday: 8:00am
Saturday: 4:00pm & 6:00pm | Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm, and 6:00pm
Livestream on Saturday: 4:00pm | Sunday: 10:00am, 12:00pm, and 6:00pm
The link is https://meet.google.com/cqe-yihd-cqw
Weekday & Weekend in-person Masses -RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED
email straphaelrcc@comcast.net, call 973-992-9490 or text 201-213-0764
Parish Oﬃce - 973-992-9490 | Parish Fax - 973-740-0236
Parish E-Mail: straphaelrcc@comcast.net | Parish Website: www.straphaelnj.org

Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions
Week of May 2 through May 8

SATURDAY, May 1, SUNDAY May 2

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8
4:00pm Michael & Raphael Chi†, r/o Angela Kim
Dawn & Terence Duffy (Wedding Anniversary)
Albert & Tessa Almeda, Elsa Cantado, Tee Family & Brian
& Dana Finale (Good Health, Personal Needs & Special
Intentions), r/o Tessa & Albert Almeda
Kristen Carrotto (Birthday blessings),
r/o Nick Carrotto and Beth Karper
Rocco Casso (Healing Intentions), r/o Roz Casso
Beverly Magliacano (Birthday Blessings), r/o Joey Panetta
Expedito Montejo (Healing Intention), r/o Lesley Santiago
8:00am People of the Parish
10:00am Mike †, r/o Cono
Sigfredo Napuli†, r/o Camille Osbourne
Kathy Anderson†, r/o Meaghan Luster
Dominic Liam & Logan Derrick Altrui
(Healing & Strength)
Nancy Michelli Lim (Healing Prayers), r/o Simonet
Constancio Simpas, Jr.† (Deceased), r/o Simonet
12:00pm Nathan Osemeha, (Birthday & Thanksgiving)
r/o Mercy Osemeha
Anne Galioto†, r/o Anna Miranda
Romeo & Janeth Reyes†, r/o CesarReyes & Isabel Regala
6:00pm Cesar Salinas Garcia† (Sympathy), r/o Edith Martin

MONDAY, May 3

Saints Philip and James, Apostles
1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14
8:00am Holy Souls in Purgatory, r/o Francesa Orsini
St. Joseph, r/o Dario Pugliano
Izabella Recko (Special Blessing), r/o Recko family

TUESDAY, May 4

Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a
8:00am Father Richard Munkelt (Special Intentions),
r/o Alicia Pagalilauan
Josephine & John Vitiello†, r/o Vince & Marilyn Vitiello

WEDNESDAY, May 5

Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 15:1-6, Jn 15:1-8
8:00am Magdalena Pangan†, r/o Sally Cano
Isauro Malgapo, Jr.†, r/o Agnes Malgapo
Tessa Almeda (personal intentions & needs),
r/o Tessa Almeda

THURSDAY, May 6

Thursday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11
8:00am Mary Angela Kuntz†, r/o Lee Lizardo

FRIDAY, May 7

Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 15:12-17; Jn 15:12-17
8:00am Mabel Lanni†, r/o Joseph Lanni & Family
Louise E. Del Vecchio†, r/o Donna & Guy Del Vecchio
Tessa Almeda (Personal intentions & needs),
r/o Tessa Almeda

SATURDAY, May 8

Saturday of the Fifth Week of Easter
Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21
8:00am Romeo Antonio†, r/o Armi & Rich Afable
† Deceased

Pruning for Growth?
I have always loved growing things in the garden. It was one of
the things we did every year with my father. On Memorial Day,
he dug up the plot in the back yard, we weeded it, and then
everyone got to plant something. The “something” ranged from
radishes, to beets, to tomatoes and green beans, and finally, to
corn. Over the years, my mother created a plot to the side that
contained gladiolas, poppies, peonies, and roses. She also had
a beautiful Rose of Sharon, named, she told us, after the Blessed
Mother. Because her plants were perennials, we tended to them
differently than the food garden. The flowers produced beautiful blooms but needed to be thinned out. The Rose of Sharon
needed pruning – something my mother preferred to do. I
didn’t understand what she was doing, but it included clipping
off unproductive or damaged branches, as well as some that
looked good to me, but which she said “changed the shape” of
the shrub. Once my brothers reached the age where baseball
became a backyard game, they managed to drive the need for
more extensive pruning. I always wanted to be able to do what
my mom did: trim away a little here and there and end up with
more than she started with!!!
This week, there are two readings that are both meaningful,
but which did not seem to belong together. The first reading,
from the Acts of the Apostles, is about St. Paul. We know
that he had, previous to his conversion, been a bold and outspoken persecutor of the followers of Jesus. Now that Jesus
had appeared to him in a vision, and he had been converted,
Paul was ready to be as bold and outspoken in favor of Jesus as
he had been negative before. However, his enthusiasm scared
his listeners away. Barnabas, another follower of Jesus, took
Paul under his wing, and tried to tone down his enthusiastic
preaching to the point where his listeners could actually hear
the message instead of the delivery. Finally, the apostles took
him off to his hometown, Tarsus, where he worked on his
delivery. In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of Himself as the “true
vine, and His Father, as the “vine grower”. The Father takes
away the branches that do not bear fruit, and those that he
prunes and reshapes, bear more fruit.
I think that what was happening to Paul was that he was
being pruned. The enthusiastic delivery, driven by his previous
arrogant behavior, now redirected to speak of Jesus, needed
to be “pruned”. His bombastic presentation, which was full of
challenges to his audience, had to be tuned to let the wonder,
the beauty of the gifts of God, the redemption that Jesus bought
and brought to us, to be heard over the noise.
I asked myself if I needed pruning. Are there aspects of my
personality that, while they are well-meant, could be reformatted and re-shaped to allow me to be more effective:
a better friend, a better example of the gifts I have received
from God? The answer, of course, is yes. We are all a work
in progress, in need of reshaping at the hand of God. It is a
question we should all ask of ourselves every day that God
gives us to share with those around us!! And the result?
Marvelous!

Karen Davis Kundla
President, Parish Pastoral Council

OFFERTORY TOTAL
FOR THE WEEKEND OF
April 17-18, 2021: $ 6,425.00
The 2021 Annual Appeal is underway! This campaign
supports many important causes here in our Archdiocese:
Proclaiming the Gospel; Caring for the Poor and Vulnerable; Passing on the Faith; Forming Future Priests; and
Supporting Retired Clergy.
Our goal this year is $43,859. As of April 23, we have
received $39,780 in pledges from 92 Parish Families, or
90.70% of the goal. If we exceed our goal, the Archdiocese
will drop our Assessment rate from 14% to 12%.
Our current annual assessment is budgeted at $62,500,
so we would realize a savings of as much as $9000.
Pledge online at: https://www.rcan.org/sharing. Forms
are also available in the vestibule.

THE NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER IS THURSDAY,
MAY 6
The National Day of Prayer is
observed annually on the ﬁrst
Thursday in May. This day of
observance, designated by the
United States Congress, asks
people “to turn to God in prayer
and meditation.”

CELEBRATE THE EARTH
Celebrate God’s creation by taking good care of it.
After all, He has entrusted the care of the Earth to us.
Therefore, it is our duty and responsibility to nurture
nature! There is so much we can do to make a huge
impact, from showing kindness to animals and people,
planting ﬂowers/trees, not wasting our resources,
reducing, reusing, recycling, taking a walk instead of
a car, utilizing the sunlight instead of turning on the
light, the possibilities are endless! These things seem so
small and insigniﬁcant, but when everyone commits
to these small simple acts individually yet together, it
really can change our world for the better!
So Happy Earth Day – everyday!

Many thanks for your generosity
and your continued support of the parish.

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:
Fr. Peter Aquino, Ivan Ballon, Gail Bennett Owens,
Connor Boyle, Robert Burkot, Kathleen McCormick Campi,
Mike Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Rosa Clavijo, Lilian Clemente,
Richard Conforti, Tara Corduan, Mary DeLorenzo, Ines DeJesus,
John Dzera, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Ronnie Frucci,
John Frucci III, Pat Fusaro, Erlinda Gatchalian, Nora
Gilliland, John Gilliland, Manuel Gisbert, Valerie Haynes,
Barry Klein, Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III, Addie and
Leo Luciano, Adele Mangano, Mirasol Mariano, Michael
McCaﬀery, Mag McManus, Elvira Martin, Carol McInnis,
Paul McInnis, Agnes Miranda, Anne Morgan, Edward Neagle,
Gerardo Pangan, Diana Quinn, Charles Quinn, Dr. Mercy
Rivera, Jennifer Rullis, Josephine Sapia, Thomas Sharkey,
Louisa St. Fort, Lynda Szwedo, Rodney Tilley, Lorna Troja,
Gayle Trotta, Carmen Vasquez, Rose Velella, Irene Villanova,
Alan Wallace, Karen Spinelli Zager.
Remember our military and their families and our veterans.
Heal those aﬄicted with the Coronavirus. Protect our health
care workers as they ﬁght to save lives. Protect our law
enforcement, ﬁre ﬁghters, delivery personnel, and all other
essential workers.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
AND BENEDICTION
Every Thursday at 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
in the Church
At 6:00 pm, the Blessed Sacrament
is exposed, followed by the Divine Mercy
Chaplet, the Rosary and quiet reﬂection. Mass follows the reposition
at 7:30 pm.
Please call for reservations.
First Friday Exposition & Devotion
Every First Friday of the Month
at the 8:00 am Mass
First Saturday (Our Lady) Devotion
Every First Saturday of the Month
at the 8:00 am Mass

TRUSTEES: Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli | PARISH STAFF: Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz, Director of Religious Education
Denise Flanagan, Coordinator Religious Education | Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist | Mirasol Mariano, Receptionist/Oﬃce Assistant
Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper | Boguslaw Recko, Plant Manager | Alicja Recko, Plant Services | Ralph Bonnano, Organist
Dawn Duﬀy, Oﬃce Assistant | Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator Religious Education, Bulletin Editor
Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus | The Late Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns, Pastor Emeritus

N OT E WOR TH Y
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The Religious Education livestreamed
classes for 2021 are continuing for grades
PreK through 7. The remaining classes for
the month of May 2021 are May 2, 16, and
23. All are welcome.

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES

The preparation classes have concluded. We are excited
to have 24 children prepared to receive the Sacrament of
First Eucharist.! The Sacrament of First Communion will
be received on Saturdays at 6:00 pm on May 1, 8, 22, 29,
June 5, 12, 19, and 26.

CHRIST IS THE GROOM,
WE ARE THE BRIDE
By Caroline Ilogienboh

The groom carrying the bride over
the threshold dates back to ancient
times, for varying reasons in different cultures. The symbolism for
those who practice it centers on
the groom’s ability to cater for the
bride and their life long journey.
The practice is not as easy as it sounds. In reality, the
groom has to be physically fit to lift up the bride. The case
for the bride is fascinating. Whereas, as a child it is easy
to surrender to being lifted up, it is not so for an adult.
Being taken off one’s feet could rouse a sense of fear or
losing control, which means the carrying process can only
be fulfilled when the bride suppresses her sense of fear or
control, trusting the groom not drop her or bang her head
against the door frame. Ouch!!
The church teaches us that Christ is the groom and we
are the bride. On a Sunday after Easter, we are invited to
come in communion with the groom. We can trust Him
to carry us over the threshold, the Pandemic, and all its
woes.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, no more pain, anxiety,
depression, loneliness, or sadness. Jesus, the groom, is
able and fit to lift us over the threshold. Get your hats, it’s
a wedding feast!

BIBLE CLIPS
SISTER ACT

We are sisters, and, like
sisters everywhere, we can
be the best of friends, and
can also disagree at times.
With our brother, we are
very close friends with
Jesus. We live in a nice
house, big enough to be
able to host many guests. The house is in Bethany, not
too far from Jerusalem. Whenever Jesus passes through
our village, He and His apostles will stop to visit.
I am the oldest. As a result, the house is mine to manage.
That is something that does not happen too often at this
point in history: that a woman could own a home and run
a household. However, I take my job very seriously, and
spend a lot of time cleaning and cooking, especially for
guests, because that is the best way to show how important
they are to us. This is especially true when Jesus comes to
visit. I greet him at the door and bring him into the atrium
where he can relax with the apostles and my brother. My
sister, however, seems to think that she does not need to
help me. She follows the guests into the atrium and sits
herself down to listen. How does she think dinner gets
prepared?? There are a lot of people here!!
I am the younger sister. My older sister is very efficient,
the image of the outstanding lady of the house. She is quite
capable of running the house efficiently and getting everything done by herself. When Jesus and the apostles come
to visit, what they talk about is so much more interesting
and inspiring than preparing a meal. I get lost in His words
and what they mean. I could listen to Him forever!
Here I am, again, the older sister. I walk to the atrium,
looking from my “helper” and what is she doing? Sitting
there!! I guess I get a little huffy, but I am annoyed that I
have to pull things together by myself. So, I interrupt the
conversation and say to Jesus, “Lord, don’t you care that
my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her
to help me!” Jesus looks at me and says, “You are worried
and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.
Your sister has chosen what is better, and it will not be
taken away from her.”
I am surprised that He has said this, and have to step back
and think about what He is telling me. I guess it is that,
while doing things to take care of Jesus’ physical needs are
important, it is more important that we all be fed spiritually by His words and the message they contain. We each
have to decide how to make sure that happens and not
be distracted by fussing about the less important things.
GOD is most important!
Who are these sisters?
Look for the answer in the next bulletin.
Last week’s answer is Elijah.

N EW S W OR TH Y
SAMARITANS ALWAYS CARE (SAC)
Pinwheels for Prevention:
SAC has collected enough
donations to put together over
45 baskets for this fund raiser
for Straight and Narrow. At
left, Roz Brixie holds one of
the many baskets with the
representative from Straight
and Narrow.
Our Next Project –
A RUSH NEED!
Mother’s Day Gift Bags:
SAC is collecting items for
Straight and Narrow to give to
women in need. We have little
time as our deadline is May 2.We are looking for the
following items:
Women’s toiletries such as hand lotion, cosmetics,
perfume, nail polish, combs, hair brushes, hair
accessories, costume jewelry, scarves, small purses,
make-up bags, etc.
Diaper Collection continues: SAC is collecting diapers in
sizes 1 to 6, and new or very gently used children’s clothing from infant to size 14.
Grocery Delivery: Members of SAC ministry have offered
to drop off a bag or two of non-perishable items from our
pantry on your doorstep or front porch (contactless) once a
week, once a month, or whenever you need or want. Please
call the office, and your request will be forwarded to Roz
or Mary.
Please place all donations in the office vestibule. Thank you
again for your generosity to those in need.

VETERANS’ CORNER
On May 1st each year, Loyalty Day
is observed. If you check your calendar, you probably won’t see the
day noted. Loyalty Day is a day of
observance meant to demonstrate
our patriotism and show support
of our unique tradition of freedom.
We must reaffirm allegiance to the
United States of America. We must teach our youth about
what it means to be an American. We should show respect
for our veterans and show respect for our flag, by flying it
properly and proudly at our home or business.

PARISH SPRING WORK DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 22ND
FROM 8:30AM ‘TIL 2:00PM

Basic Repairs, General Cleaning
(inside and out), and Planting
All Talents are Needed!
Bag Lunches will be Served!
Supplies for the tasks will be provided, but feel free to
bring any other supplies that would be helpful (tools for
maintenance and planting, gloves, …)
Specific Jobs will be given on the workday, but you can
sign up for Cleaning, Maintenance or Planting when
you let us know you are coming.
Stay all day or part of the day!
https://www.osvhub.com/straphaelnj/forms/straphaelworkday
We would appreciate donations of vinca flowers
(not vines) or donations toward the purchase of these
flowers.
Checks can be made out to St. Raphael Church, with
“flowers” in the “For” field, and dropped off at the
Parish Office. You can also donate on our OSVHub.
Please leave the flowers on the west side of the church
(the Rectory side) by the garden hose, between
Thursday 5/20 and Saturday morning, 5/22.
We are the Parish Family of St. Raphael and we love
having you join us in making our church and its
grounds clean and beautiful!
Please sign up by May 19 so we can make sure we
have enough lunches!

We refreshed our website!
Look us up at http://www.straphaelnj.org
“Like” the St. Raphael Church Facebook Page
Look on our Facebook page for additional events & photos.
www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston

GUIDED BY FAMILY VALUES SINCE 1915

EDWARD J. SHAFFERY, JR.
MANAGER
NJ Lic. No. 3315

Quinn-Hopping
FUNERAL HOME

145 E. MT. PLEASANT AVE.,LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039

JONATHAN D. KREMPECKI

FUNERAL DIRECTOR
NJ Lic. No. 4871

973-992-1414

1-800-545-1020

www.airgroupllc.com

Large Pizza $8.95
EVERYDAY
*Cannot be combined with
any other coupon or offer*

BRICK OVEN
PIZZA KITCHEN

69 E. Northfield Ave.
Livingston, NJ
973-758-8111

ritaccosbrickovenpizzakitchen.com

Your edge in real estate.
917-880-9681
amanda.schlosser@cbrealty.com
amandaschlosser.cbintouch.com

Livingston • 606 W. Mount Pleasant Ave (Rte 10 West)
2 EAST MOUNT PLEASANT AVENUE
LIVINGSTON NJ

(973) 992-9100 • SchumacherChevy.com
Our Tires Always On Sale

State Inspection • Exhaust • Alignment
Brakes • Air Conditioning • Wheels

743 Northfield Ave., Suite 2 / West Orange, NJ 07052
www.OptimumRecoveryRehab.com
info@OptimumRecoveryRehab.com

56 E. Northfield Rd.

973-533-0101

LivingstonTire.com

• 973-992-5581 •

N.J. License No. 3747

La Monica Memorial Home

Josephine Z. & R. Samuel LaMonica, Founders 1959
145 East Mount Pleasant Avenue • Livingston, New Jersey 07039

DURKIN FIRM,llc

• Wills, Trusts, Estates and
Probate Litigation
Liz Durkin, Esq.
• Variances, Zoning, and Land Use
354 Eisenhower Parkway Plaza II • Suite 2550
• Residential and Commercial
Livingston, New Jersey 07039
Real Estate Closings
ldurkin@durkinfirm.com (email)
• Business Formations, Acquisitons, Sales
973.369.7912 (phone)
• Landlord / Tenant Matters
www.durkinlawnj.com

the

Josette C. LaMonica, Manager

(973) 669-8300

Family
Owned
Since
1963

Free
Estimates

973-325-3626

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz to place an ad today!
jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6417
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